
POWER  AND  WATER  CORPORAT ION

How much water
do you use?

65% of our water is used 
outside the house, in the garden.

On average, people in Darwin use almost twice as much as other Australian capital 
cities. There are many reasons contributing to our high water use: the long hot dry 
season, high evaporation rates and a belief that our water supply is unlimited. 
Although there is little we can do to change the weather, everyone can help conserve 
our precious water by making some small changes in our homes - Every drop counts. 

Even though we live in the tropics
 and it appears that there is an abundance of water, 

we should treat our precious resource wisely.

For more information on how to save water around the home and garden, grab a copy 
of our Green Guide from any of our customer service centres or download a copy from 
our website at www.powerwater.com.au.

Water Consumption litres per person 
per day for Australian cities
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POWER  AND  WATER  CORPORAT ION

Where does our 
water come from?

Borefields - McMinns and Howard East

• Power and Water is licensed to withdraw 
approximately 8,420 megalitres each year

• The borefields currently supply 3,000 megalitres 
of water each year, accounting for about 10% 
of Darwin’s water

Manton Dam 

• Prior to the construction of Darwin 
River Dam, Manton Dam was used 
to supply Darwin’s drinking water

• Manton Dam is currently used for 
recreational purposes and is 
therefore not used as a drinking 
water resource

• Power and Water holds a license 
to withdraw 7,300 megalitres each 
year from Manton Dam

• Construction of the dam was 
completed in 1942 and it has a 
catchment area of 81 km2

Darwin River Dam

• Darwin River Dam is the primary source of 
drinking water for Darwin

• Power and Water is licensed to withdraw 
40,000 megalitres each year

• The dam supplies about 37,000 megalitres 
of water each year, accounting for 
approximately 90% of Darwin’s water

• The storage capacity of the dam is 
265,000 megalitres

• Construction of the dam was completed 
in 1972

• The catchment area is 205 km2 and is closed 
to the public to ensure good quality water
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